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year, that some merchant from the country of Badakh-
shdn1 came [to my capital] and brought a good deal
of merchandise.    The reporters of intelligence2 sent
notice to me to this effect, that so considerable a mer-
chant had never visited our city before : I sent for him.
"He came, and brought with him. the rarities of every
country, which were worthy of being offered to me, as
presents.    Indeed, every article appeared to be of in-
estimable value ; above all, there was a ruby in a box,
of an exceedingly fine colour, very brilliant, perfect in
shape and size, and in weight [amounting to] five
\niskals?   Though I was a king, I had never seen
such a precious stone, nor had I heard of such from
any other person.    I accepted it, and bestowed upon
the merchant many presents and honours ; I gave him
passports for the roads, that throughout my empire no
one should ask him any duties ; that they should treat
him with kindness wherever he went ; that he should
be waited on, and have guards for his protection, and
that they should consider any loss he might experi-
ence as their own.    The merchant attended at the
time of audience, and was well versed in the forms of
respect due to royalty ; his conversation and eloquence
were worth hearing.    I used to send for the ruby
daily from the jewel office, and look at it at the time
of public audience.

is a part of the grand province of Iffburasan, and the city
of BalUi is its metropolis, to the eastward of which is a chain of mountains
celebrated for producing fine rubies.

2 AH Asiatic princes, like others nearer home, have spies, called "reporters
of intelligence," who inform themselves of what passes in public. They
ure, as a matter of course, the pest of society, and generally corrupt.

A miskdl is four and a half maslias ;   our ounce contains twenty-foufc
mastitis.   So the ruby weighed more than half an ounce.